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ANNUAL MEETING

THURSDAY, MAY 15"
11:30 a.mP1:30 p.m.,

ASHLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY
(SISKIYOU BLVD. & GRESHAM)

Business Meeting: 11:30 a.m.
PLEASE ARRIVE EARLY
MEETING WILL START AT 11:30 a.m.
GUEST SPEAKER: 12:15 p.m.
Margaret M. Crowley, M.P.H., R.N.,
Executive Director of the Community Health

Center
(Ashland, Medford & White City)

PLEASE BRING THIS NEWSLETTER
TO THE ANNUAL MEETING

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE!

ItOs time to renew your membership.
Please sendn your dues. We need to know we can
count on you again this year. The membership
renewal form is the back page.

Thank you for your support!
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PRESIDENTSO MESSAGE

Election fever has hit Ashlaras it has the rest of the country. We may not bgldaup in Clinton vs. Obama, but we have
our own local debates. Our Leaguespmnsored three lively candidates forums with thguRovalley League and the American
Association of University Women, Ashland akiédfordbranches. Specigthanks tahe folowing people:Eileen Adeewho
moderated the Medford forurRegina Ayars, the moderator of tlierum at the Ashland library; anBill Mansfield who moderated
the forum at the City Council Chambers. We are also grateful tooeponsorsywho helped mige the forums so successful. As a
result, we were able to highlight candidates vying for the positions of County Clerk, Circuit Court Judges, County Surveyor, Coun
Assessor and County Commissioner. The forum for County Commissioner Candidate€jtgt@oeincil Chambers, was televised
and can be seen on RVTV. We have a tape of the meeting, if you missed it and would like to hear the candidatesO comments.

Ballots for the Primary Election should be out by M&8yahdaredue back by May 20. (Posmarks do not count!)The
LWVOR VotersO Guids here, and weOre distributing copies to libras@mols, and senior centers. Tliay also be downloaded
from the State League websitenw.lwvor.org

May is the montHor League elections, too. We hope you will join us at the Annual Meeting when the voting takes place. £
you can see from the agenda, we have some important business tofliaclusting a proposal for a joint study with LWVRYV on
county funding and seices. After the meeting, our guest speaker Margaret Crowley, director of the Community Healty, @éhter
talk about the work of her organizatioiWe arealsodelighted that Janet Calvert, LWVOR Development Director, will be our special
guest at thénnual Meeting. We hope she can give us some tips on how to attract leadership for our League.

The slate of candidates for the LWVA Board is a ligerter than usual (see pagetit weOre hoping that by December
when election fever is over and psainship is no longer an issue, a few more members will join our Board.

Please read your Advocate prior to the meeting anbring it with you. Remember that May is dues month, so please also
bring a check for dues to the meeting.

We look forward to seeg everyonen May 15

Judith & Vanya

SUMMARY OF MINUTES OF LWVA BOARD MEETING OF 3/27/ 2008 (April Board Meeting)

TreasurerOs Report:Projected budget for the fiscal year beginning May |, 2008, shows theteewalteficit budget of about
$1,881.00. Convention expenses constitute major expenses. Board agreed to pay a partial payment of $500 to Benjamin for LW\
Convention in Portland.

Secretary Nominee: New member Elizabeth Berry was intused to the Bard. She has agreedjdin the Boardas Secretary.

Voter Guides: 400VotersO Guidasere ordered, and 100 more vkt ordered. We will deliver them to the Ashland public library,
the high school and middle schools, SOUOs Hannon Library, the senior centers, the YMB&Ashthatl Food Ceop. The
guestion was raised aswinether we should serve Talemtr if the Rogue Valley Leagweill do so.

Candidates Forums: (1) April 11, noon, MedfordOs Black Bear Din€andidates foEounty Clerk. Moderator: Eileen Ade€2)
April 17, Ashland Public Library, candidz for judge positiongounty assessor and county surveydoderator: Regina Ayars. (3)
April 25, Ashland City CounciChambers, -B PM, Jackson County Commissioner candiddfeslerator: Bill Mansfield. (This
forum will be televised on RVTV.)

Homeless in Ashland: Follow up of general meeting was discussed. Benjamin met with Kimberly Cox who would like a committe:
set up on a countywide basis. Benjamin suggested that with the ciomiinger of a large numbef City Council members, further
actionshould be postponed and discussed in the Board retreat.

County Funding Issues:Benjamin showed thedard a writeup that she and Trish Bowcock put together describing a proposed joint
study for 2008/2009Board vaed to make this a "recommended" study to be voted @ubgnembership at the Annual Meeting.

Annual Meeting: Annual Meeting willstart at [1:30 a.m. anend at 12:I5 p.m. Speaker will be Peg Crowley of the Community
Health Center. Bill Mansfield Wibe asked to be parliamentarian.
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RULES FOR ANNUAL MEETING

1) Admission: All members in good standing are eligible to vote at annual meeting.
2) Quorum: Onéourth (1/4) of membership.
3) Debate: (A) Only members of LWV AshlanHave the privilege of the ftw; (B) When addressing the chair, a member

shoul stand and state his/her nar@) Discussion shall be limited to two minutes gpeaker{D) No member shall
speak more than once, until all others who speak have had their turn.

4) Motions: All motions/reolutions must be in writing, signed and sent to the Secretary.

5) Voting: A majority of members present shall be required for the adoption of a measure.

AGENDA FOR 2008 ANNUAL MEETING

11:30 a.m. CALL TO ORDER Benjamin
Introduction of Parliamentariaend Secretary
Introduction of Board Members
Introduction of Timekeeper
Approval of Minutes of 2007 Annual Meeting (Jarvis/Rust)
Appointment of Committee to review minutes of 2008 annual meeting
Official Delegate CounbEstablish Quorum (25% of membesh
Adoption of Rules
Adoption of Agenda
20072008 Program Summary (p) 4

11:35 p.m. TreasurerOs Report (p. 10) Heatherington
Discussion and Adoption of 20809 Budget (p. 11) Sloan
11:40 p.m. Local Program (2002008): (p. 4)

Water Sipply Position Update (p. 4)
Proposed Study of Jackson County Budget (board recommendeed)(p. 4 Benjamin
11:45 p.m. Report of Nominating Committee Nevison
Nominations from the floor
Election of Officers and Directors
Election of 2@8-09 Nominating Committee
Recognition:
Retiring Board Members
New Board Members
Remarks of President(s)
Introduction of Janet Calvert, LWVOR Board Liaison
Directions to Incoming Board

Announcements
12:15 p.m. Adjourn Business Meetmn
12:15 p.m. Presentation by Margaret M. Crowley

NOMINATIONS FOR 2008-2009 LWVA BOARD

OFFICERS:

President: Judith Benjamindontinuing,1 yr. term);Vice President: Regina Ayarsyfl term)
Secretary: Elizabeth Berry (2 yr. term)reasurerBeryl Patner (2 yr. term)

DIRECTORS: (1 yr. terms)

Regina Ayars; Eleanor Perkins; Vanya Sloan

20092010Nominating Committee: Chair: Iris Milan, Members: Eleanor Marzocco and Pam Vavra
Submitted by Anita Nevison, Chair, Ann Decker, Iris Milan, Mary Ann Wallace, Ruth Walsh

Off Board Positions

Book Group: Iris Milan

Water Study: Kate Culbertson & Susan Rust
Webmaster: Kate Culbertson
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2007#2008 PROGRAM SUMMARY

September:(1) LWVA hosted the first in a series of five town hall meetings, each in a diffeetton throughout the County,
organized by Citizens for County Funding Solutions anrdpmnsored by LWVA, LWVRY and AAUW, Medford & Ashland
branches. The second was held in Eagle Point. At each forum, Tam Moore explained the Gagettam] questins were raised
about the librariesO closing and budget priorities; (2) the local water study got underway; and (3) LWVA handbooks were distribt
October: (1) Town hall meetings continued in Rogue River, Ruch and Medfor@&al®)t Measure 49 Forum witOR State
Repesentatives Peter Buckley agdl Esquivel, and County Commissioners Dave Gilmour and Jack Walker (televised); Co
sponsored celebration of 82\nniversary othe founding of the U.N. at SOWNovember: Unit Meetings for Immigration Study
Consensus; General Meggion Immigration, with Attorney John Almaguer speaking about immigratiorDaesember:LWVA and
LWVUS Program Planningvith members recommending two LWVUS studies: privatization of public services and voting
procedure, and a LWVAtudy of County Funding and Servicdanuary: General Meeting with Wolfe Hoppe ofhe State of the
Constitution February: Panel Discussion ohhe Homeless in Ashlandith Arnie Green, former Exec. Dir. Community Werk
Terry Holderness, Ashland Poli€ghief; Graham Lewis, former President of the Ashland Chamber of Commerce; Daniel Rueff,
homeless activist; Sharon Schreiber, Exgic. Interfaith Care Communityarch: (1) General Meeting owWater: Protecting
AshlandOseRource with Paula Brown, formelPublc Works Director, andill Meyers, Water Coordiator, Rogue Basin Region, OR
Departmenbf Environmental Quality(2) participation in a celebration of International WomenOs Day at 8@1i). Candidates
Forums cesponsored vih LWVRYV and AAUW: (1) h Medford at the Black Bear Diner for Cour@ilerk; (2) in Ashlandat the

Public Library forCircuit Court Judge County Assessor & County Sunay (3) in Ashland at the City Council Chambers for
County Commissionei(so televised).

WATER STUDY COMMIT TEE REPORT:

The LWVA Water Study Committee began riieg monthly in September 200vith the goal of updating our position on water. We
first formulated a specific study scopad then created a list of questions about water quality and quantity towehibbught

Ashland residents might like answers. We then created a list of agency and organization personnel who could answer those
questions. We began with local, then regional, then state and federal agencies, all having regulatory or advistmyAisipiandOs
water resources management. To date, we have interviewed or scheduled interviews with the folibywrighsBland Public

Works DepartmentBear Creek Watershed Council, Talent Irrigation District, Rogue Valley Council of GovernmegsnOr
Department of Fish and Wildlife, Oregon DepartmdniMater Resources @gional Watermasr), Department of Environmental
Quality, Bureau of Land Management3JForest Service, WISE, and Bear Creek Watershed Educational Partnership. Our task,
now, is to synthesize and summarize information from all of these interviedvether published informatiorhén, we will begin the
writing portion of this study. We hop®u will have it in your hands within the year.

Kate Culbertson &usan Rust, Gohars

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ASHLAND
PROPOSED STUDY FOR 2008/2009 (BOARD RECOMMENDED)

Jackson County BudgetindVhose money is spent where?
A look at Health & Human Services and Public Safety

This joint study by LWVA and LWVRYV proposes examiningdeevaluating the Jackson County Budget process, income sources ant
services. The emphasis will be on County Health & Human Services and Public Safety.

Background
In 2007 Citizens for County Solutions, an informal group comprised mainly of representadivethe two localleagues of Women

Voters and the AAUW, sponsored a series of Town Hall meetings designed to elicit public comment and input in Jackson County
budgeting process. Although the Town Hall meetings followed the decision to close dmamiyd, the purpose was to examine
county funding and services.
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Five countywide meetings were held, one each in Ashland, Eagle Point, Rogue River, Ruch and Medford. At these meetings mai
were distributed to help in explaining the budget proaasd citizens had the opportunity to discuss and list taxing and spending
priorities. The meetings raised public awareness but also made clear that more knowledge was needed for citizens to make an
informed judgment about the budget process and about daigiahs are made to allocate the money among public services.

In evaluating the Town Hall meetings, the sponsoring group suggested that a study be taken of Jackson County budgeting. Both
Leagues proposed the idea at their Program Planning meetitdgboth recommended that a joint study be undertaken.

Scope
The budgetary process is huge. Rather than attempt to cover every single area of county budgeting, we have chosen to focus uj

two areas that the County and the Task Force on JacksaityCRervices considered the CountyOs highest priorities: Heath and
Human Services (HHS) and Public Safety. The Task Force in its report was specific in listing the costs involved to meet the addit
needs of Public Safety, but for Health and Human Sesyithe report describes a proposed project, with no financing cited, that
would change the system of care. The model could have an impact on both hospitalization and incarceration of people with ment
illness and substance abuse and thus affect theftbsth public safety and HHS. Also, at one of the Town Hall meetings, the
guestion was raised about how the Sheriff was able to get new equipment at a time when the County was deliberating how to me
budget with the loss of Federal funds. On theotiand, we have been told that not since the O70s has the budget for Health and
Human Services increased, even though the population has doubled.

We will perform a comparative analysis on income and expenditures in these two areas over the pastEeeryeangle of funding

will be reviewed, including City, County, State, Federal and private sources and potential alternative sources. At the same time, v
will be educating ourselves about the funding process. Who makes the decisions? Are citizeimbalaed? If so, what are the
appointment processes? Do the budgetary decisions come from the top down or the bottom up? Seeking answers to these and ¢
guestions will give us a more-gepth understanding of how the system works in Jackson County.

League Precedent B . B .
This study is in keeping with the LWVOs position on Othe citizenOs right to know and citizen participation. O At the local level, th

Rogue Valley and Ashland Leagues emphasize Othe importance of citizen involvement and citizerigra@tiaipgibelieve policy
should be established Othrough citizen advisory groups and commissions.Bcbomai@ic Policythe State LeagueOs position is to
support O fiscal responsibility of local governmentO; UBuigial Policy jts position on Adult Cogctions is to support Oa full range
of correctional programs for adult offenders with alternatives to incarcerationEQ

Procedures

A committee from the two local Leagues will undertake the study. The committee will review materials, both printed and on the
Internet, related to budgets, funding and services within the scope of study. Most of its information, however, will come from
interviews with staff and officials from the County and from cities within the County who are responsible for making budgetary
decisions and setting priorities for services needed. In addition, the committee will seek information on other counties in Oregon :
elsewhere in the country that may serve as models to help the committee recommend possible improvements in the way Jackso!
County funds its services.

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ASHLAND, MAY 10, 2007

Iris Milan, President, called the meeting to order &01PM after Martha Bennetfity Administrator finished her presentation.
Current League members and theiegts found the issues she discussed to be pertinent to d\shdiary Iris then introduced the
parliamentarian, Bill Mansfield, the Secretary, the current Board members, and the timekéepasked if the minutes of the
Annual Meeting in 2006 had beeeviewed and acceptedBarbara Jarvis and Susan Rust, the volunteers who read the
minutes,agreed that they had been reviewed and accepteely also agreed to read and review these minutes for accuracy.
The parliamentarian ruled, after counting memlgresent, that there was a quorum pres€ate Culbertson moved, Myra Erwin
second that the agenda as printed in the Advocate be appf@assed unanimouslyhe proposed budget, as printed in the
Advocate, was approved unanimously after some idatibn. Judith Benjamin moved, Vanya Sloan second.

Program Planning: Local positions to be considered: Susan Rust and Kate Culbertson proposed an update to the Water Supply
position of 1990.Details of the proposal are in the Advocate, and willudelboth water quality and quantity issues within the Bear
Creek watershed as they affect Ashla@hrol Wilder moved, Anne Decker s@ch passed unanimoushA signup sheet to help on

this study was circulated.
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Bylaw Changes:

Article 1V, Sec. 3After some discussion led by Ruth Walsh, the membership voted to change the election of the President and
Vice-President as follows: OThe President and-piesident shall be elected in odd numbered yeEng. Secretary and Treasurer
shall be elected iaven numbered yearsRuth explained why the change reversing the odd/even year for the election of the officers
was important.This timing allows a new President a year to learn before a major national or state election and the Voters Service
activities It also aligns the timing of elections with the Rogue Valley Leadirere will be no change in election of Directors.
Barbara Jarvis moved to accept theldy change, Elin Silveous second.

Article V, Sec 4: Special MeetingsThis change expandse BoardOs ability to take action between Board meefligs new
wording would be added to the current langua@éf: an occasion arises which necessitates immediate action, remote communicatio
(e-mail, teleconferencing, telephone) may be utilizechtke a decision.@ continues by requiring that all LWVA Board members
are notified, that an opportunity for discussion is available, that a response must be made within 24 hours of the notice, and that"
President shall inform the Board members efrissults before acting on the vote. Resultsmié or teleconference voting shall be
reported at the next Board meeting and recorded in the mirBiggbara Jarvis moved, Anne Decker secoRdssed unanimously.

LWVUS Bylaw Change:(Housekeeping &m) According to LWVUS policy, the first three articles of all local and state League
bylaws must be consistent with those of the LWVUW$.Convention 2006, amendments were made to these artidhesfirst
amendment strikes the words Oof citizensO Anticle Il. The amendment to Article |1l deleted the Olifetime membershipO category.
This membership type is oftenprfused with Ohonorary membersgidbse individuals who have been members for 50+ years.

Nominating Committee ReporBobbyJaffe, comrittee chair, noted that the report is the Advoc&he then asked if there were any
nominations from the floor; there were nor&ghe then moved acceptancdtaf slate.Passed unanimousiyfi.he Nominating
Committee for next year was named: Anita NewnjgBhair, Anne Decker, and Carol Wilde8ally Evans moved, Allen Erwin
second.Passed unanimously.

Iris thanked longerm board members who are retiring: Ruth Walsh, Kate Culbertson, and Gloria CEaatrreceived a book bag
and a roseThe new Bard was introduced:

Officers: CePresidents: Vanya Sloan and Judith Benjamin; Secretary: Regina Ayeasurer: Judy Heatherington

Directors: Reinhold Sundeen, Eleanor Marzocco, Valentine Jones, Mary Anne Wallace, Susan Shaffer, and Pam Turner

JudithBenjamin thanked Iris for her dedication to her duties as President, and for all of the LWVA activities she participated in du
this year. She was presented with some Harry & David truffles.

Directions to the Board from the membafgork with othercivic groups to extend our activities; be more active on SOU campus,
particularly with the WomenOs Resource Center; coordinate with the Chamber of Commerce, AAbWW/aiters Service
activities; aevelop a broathased group to wk on the action phase tife atrisk youth study; tap into the 28 yr olds; consider
smaller group meetings in the evening; Leverage the men members toegehethmembersThe winners of the silent auction for
the photos were announcetihe meeting was adjourned at 1:50.PM

Respectively submitted,
Gloria Craven, Secretary

REPORT ON ACTIONS TAKEN :

NEW POSSIBILITIES FOR THE HOMELESS IN ASHLAND
By Judith Benjamin

On April 24", the Ashland Housing Commission met to discuss theoA&ian for the Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG). | attended the meeting to testify in support of possibly using a portion of those funds on behalf of the hbtyeless.
testimony appears below.

| learned in the discussion prior to and after mgspntation that the city could use the CDBG to purchase land and/or buildings and
rehabilitate them so that they could be used for the homeless. The CDBG could also be used by a nongovernmental organizatior
provide services for the homeless. Durihg discussion, | mentioned the program, Housing First, adopted by several major cities, tt
offers apartments in citpwned buildings to the homeless with no-poaditions. Considering possible options in Ashland for

housing the homeless led to questiabout ICC, and the Commission was informed that ICC is not using the funds it received for
staff services and is, in fact, moving to Medford to concentrate on a program for veterans. St. Vincent DePaul and Our Lady of tt
Mountain, a Catholic Church isshland, may be interested in replacing and expanding the ICCOs activities here. The Commissior
requested that Alice Hardesty (liaison with the City Council) meet with Alan DeBoer to find out his plans for the property he lease
ICC. My formal testimay follows:
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Testimony Before The Ashlai Housing Commission On The CDGBAction Plan With Respect To The Homeless

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to testify before the Commission. IOm Judith Benjdnésidemt of the League of Women
Voters ofAshland, and I0m here to speak on behalf of the Ashland League.

| know most of you are very familiar with the Lea@tbhat weOre a nonpartisan political organization that encourages informed and
active citizen participation in government. WeQOre knowticpkarly for our Voters® Guides and our efforts to register voters and
engage them in election®ur interests, however, are more than voter services and cover the full range of public policy. Right now,
for example, weOre conducting a study of Ashlamef@s supply, and this past February we held a forum on the homeless in Ashlan
As long ago as 1995, the Ashland League expressed concern about the issue and produced this policy statement:

The LWVA believes that the citizens of Ashland hava respmsibility to help the homeless in the following ways:

1) Programs in Ashland should be for (a) people who are temporarily homeless because they have lost their jobs or have other
personal difficulties and (b) young people who have experienced vari@ssagg levelsfabuse and/or parental neglect; RWVA
supports programs that provide shoerm assistandanaintenance intervention with focus on each individual ;,c3seWVA is
concerned that the community is educateduélize types of homeless setvél) LWVA supports coalitions and cooperative efforts
between the City and various public and private agencies and organizations to address the problem of the homeless in Ashland.

| know several of you have seen the report, OregonOs Homeless Youttephydthe State League a year and a half ago. Our local
League was involved in the study that was the basis for that report. With continued advocacy, one result was that the State last y
passed a law designating almost a million dollars for homelesthy The report also has been used to support the efforts by a local
businessman to establish a shelter in Medford for homeless youth.

Our February forum brought our focus back to Ashland and to its homeless population in general. With our pandiists and
audience representing a wide range of viewpoinsocial agencies, the business community, religious organizations, government
officials and the homeless themselRemt surprisingly, a wide range of proposals were discussed. These included dgnoefor
homeless youth, host families to offer youth temporary housing, an overnight facility in ICCA, a campsite for the homeless above
Ashland reservoir, a coalition of civic groups and city officials meeting with the homeless to develop ariatppegponse, and

most notably, the hiring of a professional by the City who would be responsible for social services, including programs for the
homeless.

Now and for the next few months, we in the League like most other people in Ashland will loediothseslection. Besides what
happens nationally and on the state level, we also will be seeing a change in administration locally. That may have an impact on
the City plans to do about the homeless. Also, by the fall, the CountyOs report tterti@fegram to end homelessness in ten years
should already have been published and thoroughly reviewed to see what effect it will have on AshlandOs efforts. Once the politi
scene has stabilized, we at the League will look forward to working witbityhand with other community groups to continue the
dialogue and produce a series of proposals that the City can implement.

Thank you.

The following letter was sent by LWVA and LWVRYV on April 25, 2008, in support of a shelter for homeless youtHettérevas
written at the request of Kevin Lamson, the Medford businessman who stateadts with a Missionto establish a shelter in
Medford for homeless youth in Jackson County. He is asking the City of Medford for a Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) to purchase a house across the street from Kids Unlimited toseel for a shelter.

The Hon. Gary Wheeler
Mayor, City of Medford
411 W. & Street
Medford, Oregon

Dear Mayor Wheeler:

We are writing on behalf of the League of Women Voteragifland (LWVA) and the League of Women Voters of Rogue Valley
(LWVRV) to support the need for a shelter for homeless youth in Medford.
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In 2006, the League of Women Voters of Oregon (LWVOR) published a ré@regpnOs Homeless Yoqutthsed on a study ti&tate
League conducted, in which our two local Leagues participated. As a result of the study, LWVOR adopted this policy on homeles
youth:

When youth are separated from their families, the LWVOR supports providing services to these youth, suchfa®ghelte
education, health care, mental health and addiction treatment, plus outreach to encourage youth to use servicesk These
services may be provided by government or by private organizations that receive government and/or private funding. E

The modeldescribed irOregonOs Homeless YqushPortlandOs Homeless Youth Continwuthree separate agencies that
coordinate their activities to assure that youth who come into contact with them have a safe place to stay and needed services.

In Medford, sevel nonprofit agencies provide services for homeless youth, most notably Community Works, Kids Unlimited and
OnTrack, but they do not offer immediate shelter. Not surprisingly, when a homeless and runaway youth forum was conducted in
Medford in October 2008br service providers from Jackson and Josephine Counties, emergency atershshielter was listed as
Oone of the largest gaps, along with Jergn shelter.O Until this summer, Community Works had two beds available in the Juvenile
Shelter on an emgency basis, but the Youth Authority has had to end this option for lack of funds. In response, the agency hopes
have three or four beds available soon with families willing to host homeless youth until more permanent arrangements for them
be made.

The demand for shelter is there, even if the precise numbers are unknown. The Mdkenteegata indicate that in the 202607

school year, 109 homeless students were listed as Ounaccompanied minors,O i.e. not living with their families or gealatians. Th
also show that of the 1,503 Jackson County homeless students, approximately half were in middle school or Hijb@cihbdbr
shelters accepting families with children and too young for shelters for adults. The homeless student popuiatiedlisimg: In
20042005, it was 1,328; in 2068006, 1,467; and now above 1,500. These numbers also do not include homeless youth who are 1
in school. When AshlandOs police chief was interviewed for the study in 2006, for example, he estimattxi4baif3dem were
staying in the area, with the number climbing to 70 to 100 in the summer.

We hope that should the City of Medford decide to fund a shelter for homeless youth, the program is developed in cooperation w
Community Works, Kids Unliméd, OnTrack, and other agencies that provide needed health and social services. The Medford
program will then become another model of best practices.

Sincerely,

Trish Bowcock, President, LWV Rogue Valley
Judith Benjamin & Vanya Sloan, €esidents, LWVAshland

LWVUS IMMIGRATION POSITION

The League of Women Voters believes that immigration policies should promote reunification of immediate families; meet the
economic, business and employment needs of the United States; and be responsive to thpsétfeaingrsecution or

humanitarian crises. Provision should also be made for qualified persons to enter the U.S. on student visas. All persons should r
fair treatment under the law.

The League supports federal immigration law that provides aieeff, expeditious system (with minimal or no backlogs) for legal
entry of immigrants into the U.S.

To complement these goals the League supports federal policies to improve economies, education, job opportunities, and living
conditions in nations with fge emigrating populations.

In transition to a reformed system, the League supports provisions for unauthorized immigrants already in the country to earn leg
status

The League supports federal payments to impacted communities to address the findadiaticedy states and local governments
with large immigrant populations.
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Criteria for Legal Admission to the U.S.
The League supports the following criteria for legal admission of persons into the United States:

Family reunification of spouses or mindrildrenwith authorized immigrantsr citizens;
Flight from persecution or response to humanitarian crises in home countries;
Economic, business and employment needs in the U.S.;

Education and training needs of the U.S.;

Educational program opportunitiemd

Lack of a history of serious criminal activity.

K K KK K

Administration and Enforcement

The League supports due process for all persons, including the right to a fair hearing, right to counsel, right of appeal and right tc
humane treatment.

The League suppat

Improved technology to facilitate employer verification of employee status;

Verification documents, such as status cards and work permits, with secure identifiers;
Significant fines and penalties for employers who hire unauthorized workers;
Improved tebnology for sharing information among federal agencies;

More effective tracking of individuals who enter the United States; and

Increased personnel at borders.

KK KK K K

The League also supports programs allowing foreign workers to enter and leave the U.Sséasoeet or sporadic labor needs.
Unauthorized Immigrants Already in the U.S.

In achieving overall policy goals, the League supports a system for unauthorized immigrants already in the country to earn legal
status, including citizenship, by paying taxesrhing English, studying civics and meeting other relevant criteria. While policy
reforms, including a path to legal status, remain unachieved, the League does not support deporting unauthorized immigrants wt
haveno history of criminal activity.

CALE NDAR

MAY

1 Board Meeting

15 Annual Meeting

17-18 LWVOR Council, Corvallis, Oregon

20 Oregon Primary Election

26 Welcome Home ProjectOs OVoices of VeteransO public ceremony at the Bowmer Theater, 6 p.m., Tickets are free tc

veterans (they need one to getithe door, though), and are $15.00 for everyone else; they can be purchased at
Paddington Station in Ashland and at Grocery Outlet in Medford). (See flyer herein for details.)
(For more information, go towww.thewelcomehomeproject.org

JUNE
1317 LWVUS 48th Biennial Convention, Portland, Oregon

IN MEMORIUM :

Charlotte Louise Lee Doty (1942008) Marjorie Maybury Kellogg (1922008)
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Annual Meeting, May 15th!

LWV OF ASHLAND
P.0. BOX 1296
ASHLAND, OR 97520

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHI P (20082009)

Annual Membership Dues:
Individual Membership: $60 _ Household Membership: $90
Student Membership: $30

NAME:

ADDRESS:

EMAIL: PHONE:

NEW MEMBER: RENEWAL: ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION:

My Special Interess:

Please make checks payable to League of Women Voters of Ashland (LWVA)
Mail to LWVA, P.O. Box 1296, Ashland, OR 97520




